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Our ambition:
Every student achieves the highest grades they are 
capable of.
Whether it is Grade 5, 6, 7 8 or 9

From Potential to Performance

We are ambitious for you. 

We need you and your child to be ambitious for themselves 
too.



What do the GRADEs mean?
Don't aim for the pass. Aim for your potential.

Grade 5: Strong pass
Grade 7: Strong attainment
Grade 8: Excellent attainment
Grade 9: Exceptional attainment

We don't want you to aim for the minimum you can achieve. We 
want you to discover the maximum you can achieve.



GCSEs Open Doors
Your GCSEs can influence:
Sixth Form choices
↓
A-level subjects
↓
Further study
↓
University opportunities
↓
Future pathways
Don't close a door now that you 
may want to walk through later.

Why GCSEs provide a fair 
measure
A common academic benchmark
GCSEs provide:
•Nationally recognised qualifications 
•External assessment 
•Published assessment criteria 
•Consistent grading 
•Evidence of achievement at the end of Year 11

Your GCSE results give future 
institutions evidence of what you 
have achieved — not simply what 
someone predicted you might 
achieve.



Post 16 Requirements
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No, because they do not have 
at least 6 passes including 
English and Maths AND they 
have a poor attitude

Would this year 11 be 
accepted into our Post 
16?



KS4 Interims

Would this year 11 be accepted 
into our Post 16?

No, because they do not have at least 
6 passes including English and Maths
even though they have a good attitude 
to learning. 

But for this student, they will get 
excellent references to go to college to 
explore other courses- so attitude still 
matters here! They still have time to 
get better grades, too.



Would this year 11 be 
accepted into our Post 
16?

Yes, because they do not have 
at least 6 passes including 
English and Maths AND a 
good/excellent A2L
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WE DO TOGETHERYOU PROVIDEWE PROVIDE

SupportEffortExcellent teaching

CollaborationIndependenceChallenge

Shared ambitionRetrievalScholar Programme

EncouragementAttendanceIntervention

CelebrationExam practiceStudy space

SuccessActing on feedbackFeedback

What we provide vs what you provide



What can you do to support 
your child?



Attendance & punctuality
Every lesson counts
If you want your child to move from the grade they are on now to 
the next one:

They need to be in school EVERY DAY.
Missing lessons can mean:
•Missing key knowledge 
•Missing explanations
•Missing practice 
•Missing retrieval 
•Falling behind 
•Having to catch up independently 











Behaviour matters
Grades don't happen by accident.

To move up a grade, you need the behaviours of someone who is aiming for that 
grade.

ATTEND: Be in school.
BE PUNCTUAL: Arrive ready to learn.
ENGAGE: Listen, participate and ask questions.
COMPLETE: Do the work set by your teachers.
PRACTISE: Use exam questions.
RETRIEVE: Keep going back to what you have learned.
RESPOND: Act on feedback.
PERSIST: Don't give up when the work becomes difficult.

THE BEHAVIOURS THAT MAKE 
THE DIFFERENCE



Homework is not optional practice
For students trying to cross a grade boundary, homework is 
particularly important.

Homework gives you the opportunity to:
Consolidate classroom learning 
Practise key skills 
Retrieve knowledge 
Complete exam questions 
Identify gaps 
Prepare for future learning 

Homework is part of your learning — not something separate 
from it.

Homework Matters





Small gaps become big gaps.
Miss one piece of homework
↓
Miss one opportunity to practice
↓
Knowledge/skill doesn't become secure
↓
The gap remains
↓
Exam question becomes harder
↓
Marks are lost
Every piece of work is an opportunity to move closer to Grade 5.

What happens if students don't do their 
homework?



1. Attend school every day.
2. Arrive on time every day, every lesson.
3. Complete homework to the best standard.
4. Revise regularly.
5. Practise exam questions.
6. Learn from my mistakes.
7. Ask for help.
8. Keep going.
Consistency beats last-minute revision.

Habits we need



Where to access support:
• Teachers- encourage your child to seek help before their next lesson if they are unsure 

about anything
• Our school website- quick links section has resources to support achievement





Thank you! 


