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Thursday 6th February 2020

Dear Parent/Guardian

We are very pleased to announce that in October 2020, a group of the current year 8 and 9 students will have the opportunity to travel to Valencia, Spain, as part of a study visit organised by the Modern Foreign Languages Department.

Students will stay in pairs with approved Spanish host families in the centre of Valencia from Tuesday 20th October to Saturday 24th October 2020.  During their stay in Valencia, pupils will spend a morning at a language school, time at one of our partner schools in the city as well as visits to the City of Arts and Sciences, the famous Museo Fallero and other cultural activities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to run this trip, parents/guardians are asked to make a contribution of £450. This covers travel by plane, coach transfer in Spain, full-board accommodation, medical and travel insurance and all activities and materials. 

In order to apply for a place on the trip, please return the form attached to Reception no later than Friday 14th February. Once the slip has been returned to reception, the trip will be allocated to your account on ParentPay. A non-refundable deposit of £150 will then be required to reserve a place by Wednesday 4th March.  Should you require log in details, speak to Karen Foster in Reception.  

Parents should refer to http://www.greenford.ealing.sch.uk/valencia for more information regarding the trip. A parents’ evening for students travelling to Spain will take place in September 2020 and a full information pack will be provided.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the trip.


Yours sincerely,



	Ms. L Walsh
Head of Spanish

lwalsh@greenford.ealing.sch.uk
020 8578 9152 (ext. 2306)

	








  How to reserve a place
Following our recent trips to Valencia, we are expecting this trip to be heavily oversubscribed. Please note that places will be awarded on a basis of first come first serve (i.e. return of slip and subsequent payment of deposit). The following criteria will also be observed:
· Students who have not been on a residential school trip before will be given priority.
· The application of all students will be discussed with Heads of Year and pastoral teams. Any students deemed to have repeatedly raised behaviour concerns in school may not have their application accepted.
Any student that is not accepted onto the trip will have their deposit refunded in full. 

We can design individual payment plans for students so please contact our school administrator Karen Foster (ext. number 1204) if you’d like to discuss financing further. Please also note that all monies paid are non-refundable if a student later withdraws from the trip. All payments will be set up through ParentPay.  

Please note that the payment schedule for this trip will be:
	£150 Deposit Paid
	Wednesday 4th March

	£100 instalment
	Wednesday 1st April

	£100 instalment
	Wednesday 6th May

	£100 instalment
	Wednesday 3rd June



*The balance of £450 must be paid by this date

The deposit will reserve a place for your child on the trip. However, we would ask parents and carers to be fully aware that the school reserves the right to withdraw a place for a student if their behaviour in school raises health & safety concerns. Should that happen, and we are able to find a replacement to cover the costs, all monies paid will be returned. If we cannot find a replacement, we may not be able to refund parents.  It is, therefore, of great importance that parents and carers only sign up their son and daughter for this trip if they feel confident that they conduct themselves in a mature, polite and self-controlled manner.


Passports
In order to take part in the trip your child will need a passport valid until May 2021. We would ask that you fully fill in the details on the return slip outlining what your child already has. If your child does not have a passport or it needs to be renewed then please do this immediately. 

It is possible for students with non EU passports to come on the trip as we can apply for a visa waiver for school groups through the British Council. We will be asking for passport details once a place on the trip has been confirmed. 

Medical insurance
The cost of the trip includes comprehensive medical insurance although students are free to take out their own travel insurance should they wish to. We will be asking for detailed information about any medical conditions that your child has. Some medical conditions may not be covered by this insurance and students will need to take out their own insurance prior to the trip. 

A condition of this insurance is that each student needs a European Health Insurance Card which entitles all EU residents to free medical treatment when visiting another EU country. If your child does not already have an EHIC card then they will need to apply for one. This can be done free of charge by obtaining a form from the post office, by phoning the EHIC Information Service on 0871 434 9071 or online at www.ehic-card.org.uk . 

Itinerary 
During the trip, students will have the opportunity to attend classes at the Kings Language School in Valencia and explore the famous historic monuments in this fascinating city. Students will be immersed in the Spanish culture by exploring both Valencia and the surrounding area. The trip provides a highly memorable and positive experience with a wide range of activities that students will enjoy and remember for the rest of their lives. 




Accommodation 
Students will be staying in pairs with host families who are vetted and chosen carefully by the Kings Language College in Valencia. Staff are in very regular contact with all students and we agree on a password which they could use in case of an emergency. Students will be provided with a mobile number which they can use all hours. Staying with host families is a highlight of MFL trips abroad. Many of the students that attended the trip in 2019 cited their homestays as one of their highlights. 

The Impact of Brexit
Please note that the final costing could be affected by Brexit and as there has yet to be an agreed Brexit plan we are unable to give you a precise cost of the trip. Brexit may have an impact on currency exchange rates which will affect the cost of food, entrance fees/activities and travel in the host country as these items are paid for in Euros. Brexit could also result in additional costs; for example we may have to pay to apply for Visas or pay more for travel insurance. Therefore, additional payments may be required, although we will endeavour to keep costs down. If, due to your financial circumstances, you are unable to meet the full cost of the trip, please contact me as soon as possible.

Finally, it is important that you ensure that your child has 6 months left on their passport from the date of travel on Tuesday October 20th. 


























Trip to Valencia - Spain, October 2020


Dear Ms Walsh,

I wish my son / daughter (name:) ..…………………………………….……………… in (form:) …………………………… to take part in the trip to Valencia from Tuesday 20th untill Saturday 24th  October 2020. 
I will pay a deposit of £150 once it is set up on ParentPay by Wednesday 4th March. I understand that places will be given on a first come first serve basis whilst taking into account the other criteria listed in this letter. I understand that if my son/daughter is accepted on to the trip, this deposit is non-refundable.
I am aware that I will be updated via the school website: http://www.greenford.ealing.sch.uk/valencia  and via email.

My e-mail address is …………………………………….…………………………………………….

If this trip does not go ahead then your deposit will be returned to you. However once the trip has been confirmed and the deposit has been paid to the tour operator we will not be able to return money.

Passport Information
Please tick one of the following statements which applies to your child:
My child has an EU passport valid until May 2021 
My child has a non-EU passport valid until May 2021 and will require a visa waiver form 
My child does not have a passport nor has a passport that needs to be renewed. I will apply for a new one immediately.
Please tick one of the following statements which applies to your child:
My child has an EHIC card. 
My child does not currently have their own EHIC card. I will apply for one immediately. Any student without an EHIC card by the time of the trip may not be covered by the group insurance.

Signed: …………………………………………………………..  Date: ……………..………….

Please print your name: ……………………………………………………….…………………….………….

Please state your relationship to the above-mentioned child: ……………………….………...

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO RECEPTION BY FRIDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2020.
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